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YANCHEP-TWO ROCKS POWER OUTAGES 
Grievance 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Mindarie) [9.46 am]: I rise to make what is called a grievance because it is the grievance 
debate. It is really a plea for assistance from the Minister for Energy, represented this morning in this chamber 
by the Premier. It is concerning power outages in the Yanchep-Two Rocks area.  

The suburban development of the Yanchep-Two Rocks area is really going ahead in leaps and bounds. It was 
once almost a country town, but now that it is connected by Marmion Avenue to the rest of the metropolitan 
area, and with the price of land out there being very attractive, it is really going ahead in leaps and bounds. The 
old power infrastructure is located on the coast and requires a good deal of maintenance. The salt and high winds 
have probably exacerbated the deteriorating infrastructure, and Western Power has had to undertake a number of 
maintenance rosters in that area. That requires the power to be cut off and has resulted in the total interruption of 
the supply of power to the Yanchep-Two Rocks area. Notice has been given in accordance with Western 
Power�s policy of giving three days� notice of a planned outage, but these outages have sometimes either 
coincided with a long weekend or the day after a long weekend. It has had the result of businesses putting off 
staff and not opening because of the power outages. On a couple of occasions, especially on the two most recent 
occasions, the maintenance has not gone ahead. The first cancellation was totally understandable because, as 
everyone knows, there was a bushfire in Yanchep. However, the entire community had made arrangements in 
preparation for the power outage, but then the maintenance was cancelled because of the bushfire. It was 
rescheduled for Tuesday, 3 March, immediately after a long weekend, which in itself causes difficulties because 
the local businesses have banking and other requirements. With automatic teller machines and internet banking, 
the day after a long weekend is particularly inconvenient for businesses. Internet banking also means that people 
require power at their homes. There are many home-based businesses in the area, and they are finding these 
situations very difficult. 

I have written a number of letters to Hon Peter Collier, who, I must say, has responded in a very timely manner. 
On the surface, honourable Premier, his correspondence to us has been very helpful, but there has been a slight 
disconnect between what the minister has said and what is happening on the ground, and that has caused further 
disruption in the area. 

These power outages have been a source of angst for the community in the area. The issue has been taken up by 
the very active editor of the local newspaper, Mr Terry Loftus of the Sun City News. He has highlighted this 
issue on several occasions and has been very active in trying to stir Western Power into a more cooperative 
approach. I repeat: the residents of Yanchep and Two Rocks are in a remote area. They understand the need for 
maintenance to occur, but if more than the standard three days� notice could be given, and if Western Power 
could cooperate by advising my office seven to 10 days prior to a planned outage�I am talking not about an 
emergency outage, but about a planned outage for maintenance�I am sure that my office could liaise with Mr 
Loftus of the Sun City News, who could then widely publicise the date so that businesses could make the 
necessary arrangements. 

I note that the member for Wanneroo, who lives in this locality, is sitting behind the Premier in the chamber this 
morning. The member could corroborate for the honourable Premier the concerns that the residents of Yanchep 
and Two Rocks have with the minimum three days� notification of a planned power outage, which is then 
cancelled without notification. As I have said, when businesses were notified of the planned power outage on 
Tuesday, 3 March, they put off staff, but when the maintenance was cancelled, they were not notified and it was 
too late for them to recall staff. 

The supermarket in the area also has issues with these planned power outages. Because there has been some loss 
of stock at the FoodWorks supermarket during previous power outages, and because of the remoteness of the 
area, it has been suggested�I think it is a reasonable suggestion�that when a power outage of more than three 
hours is planned, a generator should be supplied. This would allow ATMs, other banking facilities and 
emergency facilities to be maintained. On behalf of the community at Yanchep and Two Rocks, I make a plea 
that the Premier use his high office to seek to persuade Western Power to have more cooperation with the local 
community on scheduled power outages. 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe � Premier) [9.54 am]: I thank the member for Mindarie for his grievance. I 
am conscious of the problems that have occurred in that area of the northern suburbs from Two Rocks to 
Yanchep. As the member pointed out, the opening of the extension of Marmion Avenue, which I am yet to drive 
along, will provide a lot more access to and development in that area. The infrastructure that is in place, 
including the power infrastructure, will clearly be inadequate for the growth that is taking place and will take 
place in the future. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 19 March 2009] 

 p2170b-2171a 
Mr John Quigley; Mr Colin Barnett 

 [2] 

One of the problems related to the bushfire in the area, which caused some disruption to plans. There was also a 
need to substantially upgrade the electricity supply to the major shopping centre. However, I take the point. 
Western Power notifies businesses and residents three days in advance of any planned interruption to the power 
supply due to maintenance or repair work to be undertaken. I think in this case some of the notices were sent out 
five days in advance. However, because of unforeseen circumstances, one of the planned power supply 
interruptions did not go ahead. One was scheduled to occur on a Saturday. I take the point that an interruption in 
the power supply on a Saturday would have a deleterious impact on traders at shopping centres and the like as 
that is their busiest day. 

All I can do is acknowledge that the problem exists. I thank the member for raising the issue in a constructive 
way. I will pass on his comments and, indeed, some comments of my own to the Minister for Energy to try to 
ensure that Western Power does it better. I think everyone understands that it is trying to do the right thing, but 
some things have gone wrong that have caused inconvenience. The member for Wanneroo would probably agree 
that this is not a new problem, but clearly a series of incidents have disrupted businesses in the area, retailers in 
particular, and the community. I will speak to the Minister for Energy and see whether Western Power can do it 
better. However, there were a couple of unexpected and unforeseen circumstances, particularly the bushfires that 
took place in the area in January. 
 


